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a General Council of the Church, j&om which authoritative de-
clarations upon doctrine might reasonably be expected. It mat-
tered little that such a task was scarcely covered by the specified
objects of the Union; or that the Council, through whom such
declarations must be made, might not, at any given moment, be
particularly well qualified for the task; or that declarations of
this nature, so far from promoting the unity either of the
Church or of the Anglo-Catholics, might have the contrary ef-
fect. With fiery souls like Archdeacon Denison such arguments
had little weight; and it was that scarred hero of a hundred
pitched battles who brought the issue of Lux Mundi to a head in
the Union. After brooding angrily over the book for two years
he launched his attack, spurred into action by the further provo-
cation of the Barnpton Lectures of 1891, which were delivered
by Gore. At a special meeting of the Council held on May i ith,
1892, he moved a general resolution against the *New Criti-
cism.' Although he forebore to specify any particular publica-
tion or utterance, he made his target pretty plain. But to make
it even clearer, the Rev. E. G. Wood of St. Clement's, Cam-
bridge, who was to show himself in the future one of the most
useful and at the same time one of the most refractory members
of Halifax's Council, moved an amendment in which he
named Lux Mundi as the principal cause of offence. His amend-
ment was lost by an overwhelming majority, and another, pro-
posed by Shaw Stewart and affirming that *the questions which
are supposed to be raised by the "New Criticism" are not such
as can be discussed under present circumstances by such a body
as the Union'12, was carried by 36 votes to 14. Whereupon the
Archdeacon and his seconder, the Rev. Berdmore Compton,*
resigned from the Union.

A month later, at the Annual Meeting, the Archdeacon's
party returned to the charge with a new amendment. Halifax
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